February 22, 2018

U.S. House
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Representative:

The undersigned 75 national medical, health, public health, and research organizations write to
urge you — again - to find a bipartisan path forward for comprehensive legislative solutions to
firearm-related injuries and fatalities.

Many of our groups previously wrote to you after massacres in Las Vegas and Sutherland
Springs. We write to you now because on Feb. 14", 17 children and adults at Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School in Parkland, Florida, lost their lives at the hands of an individual with an
assault weapon. Over and over again, such mass shootings are the tragic inflection points that
exemplify the daily toll that gun violence takes on the lives of Americans. In 2016, there were
over 38,000 U.S. firearm-related fatalities." It is critical that we address gun violence as the
significant public health threat that it is, so that we can enact policies that significantly reduce
firearm-related morbidity and mortality.

Policymakers have an opportunity to respond to this public health challenge with bipartisan
solutions that reduce injuries and fatalities associated with firearms. Federal policy should
address gun violence with the same dedication applied to other successful public health
initiatives over the past 25 years, such as immunizations, public sanitation, and motor vehicle
safety. Reducing injury and mortality through research and evidence-based prevention and
intervention strategies has been proven to improve health, safety, and life expectancy.

Strengthening firearm background checks and supporting funding for federal research and public
health surveillance on firearm-related injuries and fatalities would provide meaningful progress
in achieving a public health solution for this issue. We urge you to find a bipartisan path forward
to enact commonsense solutions that address the public health threat of firearm-related injuries
and fatalities. Our organizations stand ready to work with you to support that critical effort.
Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,
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